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1.0.

Introduction

1.1
This Social & Community Infrastructure Assessment (hereafter SCIA) has been prepared by
Armstrong Fenton Associates, Planning & Development Consultants, on behalf of the applicant, DSPL Ltd,
to accompany a planning application to An Bord Pleanála in relation to a proposed strategic housing
development on a site at Longford Road / The Steeples Road, Duleek, Co. Meath in the townland of
Commons.
1.2
Within the planning context, it is generally recognised that applications for large-scale residential
development should be accompanied by proposals for associated social & community infrastructure and/or
an assessment of existing social & community infrastructure which demonstrates that there is sufficient
existing infrastructure available to support a new development. This SCIA provides a brief review of the
relevant planning policy context, identifies the existing social and community infrastructure in the vicinity of
the development, considers the impact of the development on such infrastructure, and has reference to social
& community infrastructure proposed as part of the proposed residential development in Duleek, Co. Meath.
1.3
Social infrastructure covers many diverse services and facilities. In this instance, this SIA has
included an assessment of the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Health & Wellbeing - Hospital & Specialist Care, GP & Medical Centres, Dental, Pharmacy’s and
Physiotherapy;
Childcare Facilities;
Education - Primary, Post Primary, Third Level and Further Education & Training;
Sports & Recreation - Parks, Playgrounds, Sports Clubs, Fitness Facilities and Recreation; and
Other Community Services - Social Service or Information Centre, Retail, Religion or emergency
services.

The report is structured as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Site Context
Relevant Planning Policy Context
Methodology
Profile of the area
Existing facilities
Assessment of needs
Conclusion

1.4
The subject application is also accompanied by several other documents, including, but not
limited to, a Planning Statement and Statement of Consistency prepared by Armstrong Fenton Associates.
The SCIA should be read in conjunction with these documents, as well as all the plans and particulars
prepared by various members of the applicant’s design team, which have been submitted with the application.
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2.0.

Site Context

2.1
The proposed housing development is located on a site of 4.8ha located on (the eastern side of)
the Longford Road / Steeples Road, south of Larrix Street, and to the north-west of Main Street, Duleek, Co.
Meath. The site is located in the townland, titled Commons. To the north of the site is the Stoneyford Green
residential estate, while to the west on the opposite side of Steeples Road is The Steeples residential estate.
2.2
The subject site is currently zoned objective A2: “New Residential”, the objective of which is “To
provide for new residential communities with ancillary community facilities, neighbourhood facilities as
considered appropriate”,” in the current Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027. The Meath County
Development Plan 2021-2027 (hereafter the CDP) is the current statutory development plan for the area.

Fig. 1 – Subject site identified & outlined by the solid red line
extract from Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027
Sheet No. 12(a) – Duleek Land Use Zoning Map
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3.0.

Proposed Development

3.1
The proposed development will consist of 141 no. dwellings and a 2 storey creche (415sq.m).
The residential dwellings will be comprised of 131 no. 2 storey houses and 10 no. 1 bed apartments
accommodated 4 no. 2 storey buildings. The proposed houses consist of 4 no. 4 bed detached houses, 18
no. 3 & 4 bed semi-detached houses, 102 no. 3 & 4 bed terraced houses and 7 no. 2 bed terraced houses.
A summary of the proposed development is as follows:

Dwelling Type

1 bed

2 bed

3 bed

4 bed

Total

Percentage %

Houses

0

7

102

22

131

93%

Apartments

10

0

0

0

10

7%

Total

10

7

102

22

141

100%

Percentage %

7%

5%

72%

16%

100%

-

Table 1 – Proposed Dwellings

3.2
This application also provides for all associated site development works, including the provision
of a roadside footpath and cyclepath along Longford Road / The Steeples Road, sub-stations, car parking,
bin & bicycle storage, public and communal open spaces, hard and soft landscaping, boundary treatments
and public lighting. Access to the development will be via one new vehicular entrance off Longford Road /
The Steeples Road, with pedestrian / cyclist access provided along the northern & eastern boundaries.

4.0

Relevant Planning Policy Context

4.1
This section briefly reviews the main provisions of national, regional, and local planning policy as
they relate to the development and the SCIA. The key policy and guidance documents of relevance are as
follows:

DULEEK SHD



Project Ireland 2040 - The National Planning Framework;



Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy 2019-2031;



Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas
(2009);



Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments - Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (2020);



Childcare Facilities - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2001);



Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027.
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4.2

Project Ireland 2040 - The National Planning Framework

The National Planning Framework (hereafter NPF) is the Government’s high-level strategic plan for shaping
the future growth and development of the country to cater for a projected population increase of c. one million
people up to the year 2040. The NPF is accompanied by the National Development Plan, a 10 year capital
investment strategy, and together they are known as Project Ireland 2040.
The NPF sets out 30% of future population are to be accommodated within the existing urban footprints
outside of Dublin. This proposed development will contribute to this target.
The NPF’s approach includes the strategic aim to provide good access to a range of quality education and
health services, relative to the scale of a region, city, town, neighbourhood or community is a defining
characteristic of attractive, successful and competitive places. Access to affordable and high quality childcare
is an essential requirement for an equitable society, a thriving economy and sustainable communities and is
a critical part of our nation’s infrastructure.
National Strategic Outcome No. 10 seeks to provide ‘access to quality Childcare, Education and Health
services.’ While the NPF provides no guidance on what infrastructure is required to service new
developments of different sizes, a hierarchy of settlements and related infrastructure notes that cities, i.e.
central and/or urban locations, may provide all infrastructure within accessible walking area or accessible on
transport networks. Fig. 2 overleaf illustrates the hierarchy of settlements and related infrastructure.

Fig. 2 - NPF Hierarchy
of Settlements and
Related Infrastructure.
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With the lack of alternative guidance and in order to provide a policy and evidence-based approach within
this Social Infrastructure Audit, it is considered that a c. 5km catchment will be utilised to assess the
infrastructure within the pedestrian catchment of the application site. The NPF also includes the following
objective in relation to social infrastructure needs:


National Policy Objective 31 - “Prioritise the alignment of targeted and planned population and
employment growth with investment in:
- A childcare/ECCE planning function, for monitoring, analysis and forecasting of investment needs,
including identification of regional priorities;
- The provision of childcare facilities and new and refurbished schools on well located sites within or
close to existing built-up areas, that meet the diverse needs of local populations;
- The expansion and consolidation of Higher Education facilities, particularly where this will
contribute to wider regional development, and
- Programmes for life-long learning, especially in areas of higher education and further education
and training where skills gaps are identified.”

This objective highlights the need to safeguard and construct policy for key areas of the population, such as
children and therefore ensure that facilities which cater for all aspects of the population are in place in
urban areas and areas of increasing development.
4.3

Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy 2019-2031

The Eastern and Midland Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy 2019-2031 (hereafter ‘RSES’) is the relevant
regional strategy. The RSES is a strategic plan and investment framework which aims to shape the future
development of the Eastern and Midland region up to the year 2031 and beyond. The Eastern and Midland
region is the smallest in terms of area but the largest in terms of population and is therefore considered to be
the primary economic engine of the State.
The RSES emphasises the important role social infrastructure has in developing strong, inclusive, and
successful communities and re-iterates the need for local authorities and stakeholders to work together to
ensure that future demands are identified and met proactively. The SCIA will demonstrate that there is ample
provision of existing infrastructure to support future demand generated by the development.
Of relevance to the SCIA are the following objectives of the RSES:


Regional Policy Objective 9.13 - “Local authorities and relevant agencies shall ensure that new social
infrastructure developments are accessible and inclusive for a range of users by adopting a universal
design approach and provide for an age friendly society in which people of all ages can live full, active,
valued and healthy lives.”



Regional Policy Objective 9.20 - “Support investment in the sustainable development of the Region’s
childcare services as an integral part of regional infrastructure to include:
Support the Affordable Childcare Scheme.
Quality and supply of sufficient childcare places.
Support initiatives under across Government Early Years Strategy.
Youth services that support and target disadvantaged young people and improve their
employability”.



Regional Policy Objective 9.21 - “In areas where significant new housing is proposed, an
assessment of need regarding schools provision should be carried out in collaboration with the
Department of Education and Skills and statutory plans shall designate new school sites at accessible,
pedestrian, cycle and public transport friendly locations.”
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4.4 Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas
(2009)
The Guidelines on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas (2009) set out the core principles
of urban design to ensure development of spaces with distinct identities and a sense of place. The principles
contained in the guidelines are to be used by planning authorities in writing their county development plans
and in assessing development proposals.
The guidelines state that one of the fundamental questions to be addressed during the planning process is
“the relationship and linkages between the area to be (re)developed and established neighbourhoods,
including the availability of existing community facilities, and the provision of pedestrian and cycle
networks.”
The guidelines also direct planning authorities to ensure efficient and integrated provision of schools,
childcare, community centres, healthcare facilities and district/neighbourhood centres be made available
for the wider community. We note the following requirements set out in the guidelines that relate to social
infrastructure:


Schools: “No substantial residential development should proceed without an assessment of existing
schools’ capacity or the provision of new school facilities in tandem with the development.”



Childcare: Provision of one childcare facility (catering for 20 no. childcare places) for every 75
dwellings; however, the guidelines state “the threshold for such provision should be established having
regard to the existing geographical distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging demographic
profile of areas, in consultation with city / county childcare committees. The location of childcare
facilities should be easily accessible by parents, and the facility may be combined with other
appropriate uses, such as places of employment.”



Community Centres: Provision of community centres to be assessed by local authorities.



Healthcare Facilities: Provision of healthcare facilities should be determined in conjunction with the
Health Services Executive and the needs of the elderly and disabled should be taken into consideration
in health care facilities, accessibility, caretaking facilities and residential development.



District/Neighbourhood Centres: Provision of new retail in new district or neighbourhood centres to
be influenced by the individual development plan retail strategies.

This SCIA includes for an assessment of school and childcare capacity and will demonstrate that there is
ample provision of existing community, healthcare, and retail infrastructure to support future demand
generated by the development.
4.5 Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments - Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (2020)
The 2020 Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments Guidelines were adopted in
response to growing demand for apartment living in the State. Section 4.7 of the guidelines states the
following in relation to childcare facilities:
“Notwithstanding the Planning Guidelines for Childcare Facilities (2001), in respect of which a review is to be
progressed, and which recommend the provision of one child-care facility (equivalent to a minimum of 20
child places) for every 75 dwelling units, the threshold for provision of any such facilities in apartment
schemes should be established having regard to the scale and unit mix of the proposed development
DULEEK SHD
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and the existing geographical distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging demographic
profile of the area. One-bedroom or studio type units should not generally be considered to contribute
to a requirement for any childcare provision and subject to location, this may also apply in part or
whole, to units with two or more bedrooms.” (Our emphasis added).
The guidelines also have reference to the provision of communal open space within new apartment schemes,
which based upon a provision of 5 sq.m for 1 bed dwellings; 6 sq.m for 2 bed / 3 person dwellings; 7 sq.m
for 2 bed / 4 person dwellings; and 9 sq.m for 3 bed dwellings.
The development has had regard to the recommendations of the guidelines in relation to both childcare and
communal open space provision, through the provision of a dedicated childcare facility that can cater for c.45
no. childcare places, as well as 770sq.m of communal open space to serve the 10 no. proposed apartments.
4.6 Childcare Facilities - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2001)
The Childcare Facilities - Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2001) direct planning authorities to facilitate
the provision of childcare facilities as part of the development of sustainable communities. The Guidelines
recommend that in larger new housing estates, Planning Authorities should require the provision of a
minimum of one childcare facility with 20 places for each 75 dwellings. The threshold for provision should be
established having regard to existing location of facilities and the emerging demography of the area where
new housing is proposed. The Guidelines advise that sites should be identified for such facilities as an integral
part of the pre-planning discussions.
The following definition of Childcare is included in the Guidelines:
“full day-care and sessional facilities and services for pre-school children and school-going children out of
school hours. It includes services involving care, education and socialisation opportunities for children. Thus,
services such as pre-schools, naíonraí (Irish language playgroups), day-care services, crèches, playgroups,
and after-school groups are encompassed by these Guidelines. Conversely childminding, schools, (primary,
secondary and special) and residential centres for children are not covered by these Guidelines.”
The guidelines require planning authorities to include childcare facilities as part of their county development
plan objectives as a specific use in ‘appropriate locations/zones’. These locations include for ‘new
communities / larger new housing developments.’ The guidelines advise that sites should be identified for
such facilities as an integral part of the pre-planning discussions.
In relation to new housing developments, the guidelines state:
“Planning authorities should require the provision of at least one childcare facility for new housing areas
unless there are significant reasons to the contrary for example, development consisting of single bed
apartments or where there are adequate childcare facilities in adjoining developments. For new housing
areas, an average of one childcare facility for each 75 dwellings would be appropriate. The threshold for
provision should be established having regard to the existing geographical distribution of childcare
facilities and the emerging demographic profile of areas. Authorities could consider requiring the
provision of larger units catering for up to 30/40 children in areas of major residential development on the
basis that such a large facility might be able to offer a variety of services – sessional/drop in/after-school,
etc.” (Our emphasis added).
The SCIA has regard to the above guidelines and includes for an assessment of existing childcare capacity
in the area.

DULEEK SHD
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4.7

Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027

Section 7.7 of the CDP provides details in relation to Social Infrastructure stating that “different levels of
service provision are appropriate to settlements of different sizes”. Section 7.7.2 requires that “planning
applications for multiple developments (i.e. 50 residential units or greater) be accompanied by a Social
Infrastructure Assessment (SIA) undertaken by the developer, to determine if facilities in the area are
sufficient to provide for the needs of the future residents(of all age cohorts) and where deficiencies are
identified, proposals will be required to either rectify the deficiency (through direct provision or development
contributions) or suitably restrict or phase the development in accordance with the capacity of existing or
planned services”.
The following are the relevant policies in relation to same:
SOC POL 3

SOC POL 5

SOC POL 6

To ensure that, where practicable, community, recreational and open space
facilities are clustered, with the community facilities being located in local centres
or combined with school facilities, as appropriate. Community facilities should
be located close to or within walking distance of housing, accessible to all
sectors of the community and facilitate multi-use functions through their design
and layout.
To require, as part of all new large residential and commercial developments,
and in existing developments, where appropriate, that provision is made for
facilities including local/neighbourhood shops, childcare facilities, schools and
recreational facilities, and to seek their provision concurrent with development.
To require that all new residential development applications of 50 units or more
on zoned lands are accompanied by a Social Infrastructure Assessment (SIA)
to determine if social and community facilities in the area are sufficient to provide
for the needs of the future residents (of all age cohorts). This should include
details regarding the following essential facilities: Playgrounds, parks and other
green spaces, education, childcare, health and others such as shops, banks,
post offices, community meeting rooms/centres and recreational facilities. The
assessment should identify membership and non-membership facilities which
allow access for all groups. Where deficiencies are identified, proposals will be
required to accompany the Planning application to address the deficiency. In
certain cases however, residential development under these thresholds may, at
the discretion of the Planning Authority, require the submission of a SIA.

Section 7.7.3.3 of the Development Plan deals with childcare facilities and refers to the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government’s Guidelines on Childcare Facilities in 2001 which set out
guidance on policies and objectives to be included in the Development Plan in respect of childcare
provision. The CDP also states: “The Guidelines advocate a more pro-active role by Planning Authorities
in the promotion of increased childcare provision while at the same time protecting amenities. New childcare
facilities, whether in existing or developing areas, should not create a nuisance for the existing and future
residents. In particular, set down/pickup areas, parking places and play areas are key considerations when
planning new or extending existing childcare facilities. The Council will continue to be proactive in promoting
and sustaining childcare facilities in the County. Detailed requirements and standards with childcare
development projects are set out in Chapter 11 Development Management Standards”.
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The following are the relevant policies in relation to same:
SOC POL 20
SOC POL 21

SOC POL 22
SOC POL 23

To encourage, promote and facilitate the provision of quality affordable childcare
facilities in accordance with national policy and relevant guidelines and in
consultation with Meath County Childcare Committee
To support the provision of childcare facilities of an appropriate type and scale at the
following locations:
 Areas of concentrated employment and business parks;
 Neighbourhood centres.
 Large retail developments;
 Schools or major educational facilities;
 Adjacent to public transport nodes;
 Villages and Rural Nodes; and
 Within new and existing residential developments
To permit childcare facilities in existing residential areas provided that they do not
have a significant negative impact on the character or amenities of an area,
particularly with regard to car parking, traffic generation and noise disturbance
To promote childcare facilities, of appropriate size and scale, in villages and rural
nodes, and/or adjacent to community and educational facilities provided:
 the proposed development will not have a significant impact on the character
or amenities of an area, particularly with regard to car parking, traffic
generation and noise disturbance;
 the proposed development satisfies environmental standards;
 the proposed development addresses the needs of the community.
Where feasible facilities will generally be required to locate within
community/educational campuses, where purpose built childcare facilities are being
provided.

The development proposal has considered the above policy objectives of the CDP and this SCIA
demonstrates that existing provision in the environs of Duleek ensures that the development is sustainable
and provides for an appropriate level of social infrastructure to support future residents.
4.8

Policy Conclusion

The policy details discussed in this section are not meant to be exhaustive; however, it is clear that proposals
for new residential developments need to consider the provision of social and community related
infrastructure. The SCIA is put forward to demonstrate that the development site is well served by a range of
existing and planned social community infrastructure capable of supporting the future population.
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5.0

Methodology

5.1
This Social Infrastructure Audit outlines the existing social and community infrastructure
surrounding the subject site, which is available to serve the needs of existing and future residents of the area.
The catchment area uses Central Statistics Office (CSO) census data for Electoral Divisions within 5km of
the site. Six no. Electoral Divisions were reviewed in the catchment area for this audit, being: Painestown,
Kentstown, Ardcath, Julianstown, St. Mary's and Duleek. See Fig. 3 below for the catchment area base map.
5.2
The demographics for this area are assessed over 2011 and 2016 to obtain a profile of the area,
as these are the most up to date and reliable Census figures. A survey of social infrastructure within a 5km
buffer of the site location was also carried out. The 5km buffer is related to a sustainable travel distance by
foot, cycling, public transport and private transport to access services.
5.3
The proposed development was then assessed, and an estimated profile based upon unit mix
and local profile is created to approximate the social impact requirement and the effect of the development
upon existing capacity.
5.4
The social and community needs of the proposed development are assessed based on an
estimated population of the proposed development based upon the proposed unit mix. In assessing the
scheme, regard is had to the population profile of the area to assess the likely impact of the development
upon existing facilities and their capacity to cater for the additional population arising from the proposed
development.

Fig. 3 – Catchment Area Base Map
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6.0

Profile of the Area

Demographics
The demographic profile of the area has been reviewed under the following headings:

Population growth;

Age Profile; and

Predicted Future Demographic Trends.
Population Growth
Table 2 below outlines the population profile of the catchment area, Meath and the state.
Table 2 - Catchment Area, County and State Population Change 2011-2016:

State
Meath
4,588,252
184,135
4,761,865
195,044
173,613
10,909
3.8%
5.9%
(Source: CSO.ie)

2011
2016
Change
Percentage

Catchment Area
30,596
32,888
2,292
7.49%

The catchment area shows an overall population increase of c.7.5% between 2011 and 2016. The increase
in population of the catchment area is significantly above the national average of 3.8% and 5.9% for the
Meath area. The overall population trend is expected to continue with increased population growth and
urbanisation putting pressure on the need for more residential development.
Age Profile
The age profile is compared across the 2011-2016 time period to provide a comparison upon which future
needs may be developed.
Table 3 – Age Profile in the Catchment Area (Census 2011):

2011
Percentage
total

of

0-19
10,015
33%

20-39
9,535
31%

40-59
7,416
24%

60-79
3,238
11%

80+
392
1%

60-79
4,024
12%

80+
601
2%

(Source: CSO.ie)
Table 4 – Age Profile in the Catchment Area (Census 2016):

2016
Percentage
total

of

0-19
10,965
33%

20-39
8,195
25%

40-59
9,103
28%

(Source: CSO.ie)
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Table 5 – Age Breakdown (0-19) from Census 2011-2016:

0-4
5-12
13-19
Total

2011

2016

% Change

3,376
4,206
2,433
10,015

2,717
5,064
3,184
10,965

19.5
20.3
30.8
9.48

(Source: CSO.ie)
The percentage population growth of the catchment area over the five year period from 2011 to 2016 is c.9.5%.
The growth is concentrated within the older age cohorts with a 30% increase in people aged 13-19 and a 20%
increase in people aged 5-12 years. There is a decrease of 19.5% in population aged between 0-4 years old.
Future Demographic Trends
The target population increase for Meath, as provided for in the Development Plan, is set to grow to at least
216,000 by 2026 and a maximum of 221,000. For comparison purposes, the 2016 population of the county
was 195,000. This projects an 11% - 13% growth in the county from 2016-2026.
Proposed Population
The proposed development will consist of 141 no. dwellings and a 2 storey creche (415sq.m). The residential
dwellings will be comprised of 131 no. houses and 10 no. apartments. The proposed development consists of
124 no. 3 & 4 bed houses, 7 no. 2 bed houses, and 10 no. 1 bed apartments.
The maximum occupancy of the proposed development will be 694 no. people, which has been calculated
based upon the plans submitted as follows:
•
•
•
•

93 no. 3 & 4 bed houses = 646 no. bed spaces;
7 no. 2 bed houses = 28 no. bed spaces;
10 no. 1 bed apartments = 20 no. bed spaces;
Maximum Total – 694 no. bed spaces.

The total amount of the 694 no. bed spaces which could be occupied by children is c. 412 no. bed spaces,
based on excluding the proposed 1 beds apartment units and the assumption that all 2 beds units are occupied
by families and no second rooms (2 beds) are occupied by adults, with second rooms occupied exclusively by
children). This figure represents a theoretical maximum and as a result it is likely that child occupation levels
will be lower than this figure.
According to the 2016 CSO Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS) for Duleek, the total population of Duleek
is 4,219 persons with 460 no. children aged 0-5, which represents 10.9% of overall population. The 0-19 cohort
in Duleek is 1,488 persons which represents 35% of overall population. As 35% of the population is within
the 0-19 year age cohort, if this percentage of 0-19 year cohort is applied to the 131 no. houses only (i.e. 674
no. bedspaces), the proportion of this age group is 236 no. persons. Of this age cohort, it is estimated that c.
11% will be aged between 0-5 years of age, which could be assumed to require childcare facilities, which
equates to 26 no. persons.

DULEEK SHD
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7.0 Existing Facilities
The baseline survey undertaken identified 37 no. community facilities within 5km of the development site.
These facilities were broken down into categories and are outlined below. The relevant facilities within the
surrounding area have been divided into separate sub-categories as characterised below and presented
spatially. These categories are Healthcare and Well Being, Childcare, Education, Sports & Recreation and
Other Community Facilities.
7.1 Health and Wellbeing
This assessment identifies and examines the health and wellbeing provision in the area under medical doctors,
dentists, mental health professionals, physiotherapists, podiatrists, hospitals and alternative medicine
providers.
Overall, there are 6 no. health and wellbeing providers within 5km of the site. All of these facilities are actually
located within 1km of the site. There are two hospitals of note which are located just outside of the 5km buffer.
The Beacon Hospital Drogheda is located approximately 6km north-east from the site. Similarly, Our Lady of
Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda is located approximately 9km away from the subject lands.
Table 6 – Local health care providers:
No.

Name

Type

Distance from site

1

Duleek Pharmacy

Pharmacy

400m

2

Duleek Veterinary Hospital

Vet

700m

3

Duleek Dental Centre and Orthodontics

Dentist

775m

4

Duleek Health Centre

Health Centre

270m

5

McNally’s Pharmacy 365

Pharmacy

800m

6

Pharmaher Healthcare Ltd.

Healthcare distributor

950m

7.2 Childcare
The subject site is located in an area with 9 no. childcare facilities in close proximity as illustrated in Fig. 4, and
Table 7 over identifies that there are 8 no. of these childcare facilities are located within 5km of the site.
For the existing provision of childcare facilities, a survey was undertaken to assess the maximum capacity and
any current vacancies.
Of the childcare facilities in the area, 7 out of the 9 were available or willing to comment on the current
capacity/vacancy when contacted.
Based on results of the survey, the 7 no. facilities which were willing to participate in the survey have an
estimated total capacity of 416 no. children’s spaces and a current vacancy of 139 no. spaces.
DULEEK SHD
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Fig. 4 – Map of Childcare Facilities
(Source: Google Maps and Pobal.ie (childcare facilities set out in purple dots))
Table 7 – List of Childcare Facilities:
No.

Name

1
2
3

5
6

Liag na Nog
Bridgets Montessori
Little Stars Playschool &
Afterschool & Creche
Elderdale Creche &
Montessori
Butterflies Playschool
Playmates Preschool Ltd.

7
8

4

9

DULEEK SHD

Max. Capacity Vacancies

Type (Full time,
Part time,
Sessional)

Distance from
site

No response
70
130

No response
10
20

Full Time
Full Time
Full Time

150m
710m
500m

90

79

Full Time

1.2km

No response
20

No response
20

Full Time
Full Time

1.2km
5.8km

The Little Kingdom Daycare

30

0

Full Time

7.2km

Scribbles & Giggles
PreSchool
Ferndale Creche &
Montessori
Total

67

10

Full Time

4.8km

No response

No response

Full Time

6.3km

4107

139
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7.3 Education
There are 3 no. primary schools within a 4 km radius of the subject site. The boys and girls national schools
share the same location on their site to the south of the town of Duleek. A third primary school is located to the
east, approximately 3.75km from the subject site. The location of these primary schools are illustrated in Fig.s.
5 & 6.
There are no secondary schools within a 5km radius of the application site. There are no further education
centres within 5km of the site also. The closest secondary school to the site is approximately 7km to the north
east of the site and similarly the closest further education centre, Continuing Education Centre, LMETB; is
located approximately 8.3km north east from the subject site.
The Department of Education and Skills provide details on enrolment figures for all primary and secondary
schools on an annual basis. The enrolment figures for primary schools in 2021 was 784 no. children, dispersed
among the 3 no. primary schools in the 5km catchment of the site, which is a reduction of 38 no. spaces since
2019 enrolments. There are no secondary schools within a 4 km radius of the site.
Demand for school places likely to be generated
Primary School Demand
The demand for primary schools places created by the proposed development is projected on the basis that
an average of 12% of the population are expected to present for primary education as per the methodology of
the ‘The Provisions of Schools and the Planning System – A Code of Practice for Planning Authorities, the
Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government’ guidance (DEHLG, 2008; pg8) and assuming an average household occupancy of 2.75 persons
per dwelling as per the 2016 Census statistics. The table below also discounts the 10 no. proposed 1-bedroom
dwellings due to the likelihood of these units being occupied being young childless couples or single workers.
Accordingly, the projected primary school attending population for the proposed development is 43 children.
Table 8 - Projected Primary School Population:
No. of Dwellings
(minus 1 bed
units)

Average Household Size

Projected
Population

Projected Primary
School Attending
Population

131

2.75 persons

360 persons

43 (12%)

Secondary School Demand
The School Provision Guidance does not provide a methodology for calculating the demand for school places
in secondary schools and states that the procedure for establishing demand for new second-level schools may
in some cases be more complex as it involves not just an assessment of likely population growth but also an
appraisal of the capacity of existing post-primary schools, coupled with an assessment of the enrolment
patterns in existing and anticipated 'feeder' national schools. Notwithstanding this, it is assumed here that the
identified primary school going population would be matched by a 12% secondary school going population and
as such an additional 43 secondary school places would be required to cater for the proposed development
DULEEK SHD
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Fig. 5 - Location of closest primary schools site in the vicinity of the development site.

Fig 6 – Map of Primary School Education Facilities
(Girls and Boys site located on same site to the south of town)

DULEEK SHD
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Table 9 - List of Primary Schools:
No.

Name

Enrolment (2021)

Type

km

1

Duleek Boys National School

353

Boys

1km

2

Duleek Girls National School

326

Girls

1km

3

Scoil Cholmcille

105

Mixed

3.7km

Total

784

Existing Primary Schools in the surrounding area:







St. Marys Primary School, Drogheda;
St. Josephs C.B.S Primary School, Drogheda;
St. Paul Senior National School, Drogheda;
St. Oliver’s National School, Drogheda ;
Scoil Aonghusa, Drogheda;
St. Johns Primary School, Drogheda.

Capacity of existing local Primary schools
This assessment examines local existing local primary provision in order to cater for the short-term
requirements of the proposed development. The table above indicates that current enrolment figures for local
primary schools closest to the proposed development.
Table 10 - List of Secondary Schools:
No.

Enrolment
(2021)
985

Type

Distance from site

Girls

8km

1

Sacred Heart Secondary School, Drogheda

2

Saint Mary’s Diocesan School, Drogheda

916

Boys

7.6km

3

Ballymakenny College, Drogheda

955

Boys & Girls

9.8km

4

St. Joseph Secondary School, Drogheda

838

Boys

9.7km

5

Our Lady’s College, Drogheda

938

Girls

9.5km

6

St. Oliver’s Community School, Drogheda

1,462

Boys & Girls

7km

7

Drogheda Educate Together

182

Boys & Girls

10km

Total

DULEEK SHD

Name

6,276
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Fig 7 – Map of Secondary School Education Facilities (highlighted in red)
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Fig. 8 - Map of Education Facilities in surrounding area

Conclusion
The primary and secondary school requirements for the proposed development will be catered for by the
existing primary schools and secondary school in the area as established by the assessment of school need
undertaken by Meath County Council. An assessment of local school capacity undertaken as part of this report
also confirms that based on previous enrolment figures, there are sufficient primary school places in the local
area to cater for the proposed development.

DULEEK SHD
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Table 11 - List of Further Education Centres:
No.

Name

Distance from site

1

Continuing Education Centre, LMETB

9.06km

2

Drogheda Institute of Further Education

8.3km

7.4 Sports and Recreation
The list of sports and recreation-based amenities within the 5km catchment area of the application site.

Fig. 9 – Map of Sports and Recreational Facilities in the Area
Table 12 - List of Sports and Recreation Facilities:
No.

DULEEK SHD

Name

Type

Distance from site

1

Duleek GAA Grounds

GAA

c. 700m

2

Duleek AFC Grounds

Soccer

2.3km

3

St. Cianan’s Boxing Club

Boxing Cub

c. 800m
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7.5 Other Community Uses
This assessment identifies and examines the remaining facilities in the catchment area and the type of facility
they offer. There are a number of facilities in the area including community centres, retail units, religious centres
and emergency services. These are identified below.
Table 13 - List of Other Community Uses:

DULEEK SHD

No.
1
2

Community Centre
Duleek Parish Centre
Duleek Court House

Distance from site
380m
425m

3
4

Duleek Library
Duleek Foroige

475m
400m

No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Retail
Eurospar
Londis
Applgreen
Elegant Beauty
Touch of Class
Ann Spanish Wear
Foley’s Butchers
Tenda Duleek
Duleek Tyre Centre

Distance from site
370m
750m
1.9km
430m
430m
450m
780m
675m
650m

No.
1
2
3
4

Religion
St. Mary’s Abbey
St. Patrick’s Church
Saint Kienan's Church of Ireland
Saint Teresa's Roman Catholic Church

Distance from site
160m
200m
265m
4.8km

No.
1
2

Emergency Services
Garda Station
Drogheda Fire Station

Distance from site
380m
7.5km
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8.0

Assessment of Needs

8.1 Proposed Development
The proposed development relates to the provision of 141 no. dwellings and a 2 storey creche (415sq.m). The
residential dwellings will be comprised of 131 no. 2 storey houses and 10 no. 1 bed apartments accommodated
4 no. 2 storey buildings. The proposed houses consist of 4 no. 4 bed detached houses, 18 no. 3 & 4 bed semidetached houses, 102 no. 3 & 4 bed terraced houses and 7 no. 2 bed terraced houses.
The proposed development provides for all associated site development works, including the provision of a
roadside footpath and cyclepath along Longford Road / The Steeples Road, sub-stations, car parking, bin &
bicycle storage, public and communal open spaces, hard and soft landscaping, boundary treatments and public
lighting. Access to the development will be via one new vehicular entrance off Longford Road / The Steeples
Road, with pedestrian / cyclist access provided along the northern & eastern boundaries.
Based upon the plans submitted for permission, the total amount of 694 no. bedspaces which could be
occupied by children is c. 412 no. spaces, based on excluding 1 beds apartment units. This figure represents
a theoretical maximum and as a result it is likely that child occupation levels will be lower than this figure.
Within the catchment area 35% of the population is within the 0-19 year age cohort, according to the 2016
Census figures. Of this age cohort, an estimated 11% will be aged between 0.5-4.5 years, which could be
assumed to require childcare facilities, which equates to 26 no. persons.
Due to the proportion of one bedroom apartments (10 no. / 7%) within the proposed development, the need
for housing for single people and families without children and lack of such available housing within the area,
it would be expected that the population of the development will not directly reflect the wider area population
and its proportion of 0-19 age cohort and will instead have a much higher proportion of adults across all age
ranges.
While the development is not expected to reflect the current trend in the wider area regarding population
increase in 0-19 age cohort, the population trends can be applied to 2+bedroom units as these reflect the
current dwelling provision and can be expected to have a similar profile.
8.2 Health and Wellbeing
As outlined above there is a total of 6 no. health and wellbeing providers in the area, within 5km of the site. All
6 no. of these facilities are located within 1 km of the site. Numerous hospitals are located just outside of the
5km buffer, with 2 no. hospitals (Our Lady of Lourdes & Beacon) in Drogheda approx. 7-8km to the north-east.
8.3 Childcare
The Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Childcare Facilities (2001) recommend that new housing areas be
provided with childcare facilities at a standard of one facility with 20 space for every 75 homes. For the
proposed development of 141 no units, this equates to a childcare requirement of 38 no. spaces (141 / 75 =
1.88 x 20).
In addition, the recommendations of the 2001 Childcare Facility Guidelines must be considered in the context
of the Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments; Guidelines for Planning Authorities
2020 which state that:
DULEEK SHD
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“Notwithstanding the Department’s Planning Guidelines for Childcare Facilities, which are currently subject to
review and recommend the provision of one childcare facility (equivalent to a minimum of 20 child places) for
every 75 dwelling units, the threshold for provision in apartment scheme should be established having regard
to the scale and unit mix of the proposed development and the existing geographical distribution of
childcare facilities and the emerging demographic profile for the area”.
The Apartment Guidelines also state that “One bedroom or studio type units should not generally be considered
to contribute to a requirement for any childcare provision and subject to location, this may also apply in part or
whole, to units with two or more bedrooms”.
Taking this into consideration, by omitting the 10 no. 1 bedroom units, the proposed development would require
childcare places to serve the needs of 131 no. dwellings, thus equating to a need for 35 no. places.
Existing Provision of Childcare Facilities
It is submitted that Table 6 above demonstrates that there is sufficient existing supply of childcare facilities in
the area and that the existing 9 no. childcare facilities in the locality have 139 no. existing vacancies and
potential future capacity to cater for the needs of the proposed development.
A survey was undertaken to identify the existing provision of childcare facilities within 5km of the development
site and to assess the maximum capacity and current vacancies of these facilities. The survey outlines that of
the 9 no. childcare facilities within 5km of the site, of which 7 no. would participate in the survey, that these 7
no. facilities had a total capacity of 407 no. children’s spaces and a current vacancy of 139 no. spaces. This
indicates that capacity exists within the surrounding area to cater for any childcare needs generated by the
proposed development.
In terms of current guidance of Childcare provision, the requirement of 35 no. childcare spaces (131 / 75 x 20)
represents 25% of the current capacity of childcare facilities in the area and is also below the current vacancy
rate of 139 no. spaces.
Notwithstanding all of the above, the proposed development caters for a dedicated childcare facility catering
for c. 45 no. childcare places which is sufficient for the proposed quantum of dwellings.
8.4 Primary School
There are 3 no. primary schools within 5km of the subject site. The total enrolment numbers for the 3 no.
primary schools in 2021 was 784 no. children. Based on the primary school age cohort representing 12% of
the total population (based upon the methodology employed by the Department of Education for calculating
school demand as per the document titled ‘The Provision of Schools and the Planning System), the proposed
development will create extra demand for 43 no. primary school places (this figure is based the exclusion of 1
beds and the assumption that all 2 bed units are occupied by families and no second rooms (2 beds) are
occupied by adults, with second rooms occupied exclusively by children). This figure represents a theoretical
maximum and as a result it is likely that child occupation levels will be lower than this figure.
The proposed development will increase demand for primary schools by c. 5% (43 / 822 x 100). Having regard
to this estimated level of demand and the surrounding school capacity within 5km radius, it is considered that
the existing primary education infrastructure (i.e. 3 no. schools) can accommodate the overall predicted
increase in demand i.e. 5% across the three existing schools.

DULEEK SHD

Social & Community Infrastructure Assessment

25 | P a g e

ARMSTRONG FENTON ASSOCIATES

8.5 Secondary
There are no secondary schools within 5km of the subject site, with all schools located outside a 5km range.
Seven no. schools within a 10km radius were studied. The enrolment numbers for the 7 no. secondary schools
in 2021 was 6,276 no. spaces.
Based on the post primary school age cohort also representing 12% of the total population (based upon the
methodology employed by the Department of Education for calculating school demand, see document titled
‘The Provision of Schools and the Planning System), the proposed development will create extra demand for
43 no. post primary school places this figure is based the exclusion 1 beds being excluded and the assumption
that all 2 bed units are occupied by families and no second rooms (2 beds) are occupied by adults, with second
rooms occupied exclusively by children).
The proposed development will increase demand for secondary schools by less than 1% (43 / 6,276 x 100).
Having regard to this estimated level of demand and the surrounding school capacity within a 7-10km radius,
it is considered that the existing secondary education infrastructure can accommodate the predicted increase
in demand.
8.6 Sports, Recreation and Other Community Uses
This assessment demonstrates that there are a number of sports, recreation, community uses and retail within
5km of the subject site.

9.0 Conclusion
9.1 Taking all of the foregoing into consideration, it is respectfully submitted that this report has demonstrated
that the Social and Community Infrastructure in the area, including the proposed childcare facility, will be
sufficient to cater for the needs of the proposed development, as summarised below.
9.2 This report has demonstrated that there are sufficient childcare facilities within the area to cater for the
childcare needs of existing residents and the likely increased demand arising from the proposed development.
The proposed development is also supported by he proposal to build a dedicated childcare facility on site
catering for c. 45 no. childcare places.
9.3 The extra demand created by the proposal for primary and post primary educational facilities will be
relatively low in relation to current levels of local provision, and it is submitted that the likely demand for
additional school spaces arising from the proposed development will not create undue strain on existing school
facilities in the area.
9.4 Health care, community and other facilities are all well-represented within the area and cater adequately
for the existing residential population and proposed increase that will arise from this development.
9.5 There are a significant range of facilities for sports and recreation within a 5km radius of the site which
are considered sufficient to cater for the needs of the additional population in the area which the proposed
development will deliver, with a wide range and variety of clubs, pitches and related facilities within reasonable
distance of the site.
9.6 The provision of healthcare within the area is also considered to be sufficient to cater for the rise in local
population which will result from the proposed development.
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